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A Night In New York City

Groundhog 
Day

By Christopher Janosz

2015 Winter Homecoming leaves happy memories in the minds of Fairless High School Students. 
(Photo/Staff)

Were you lucky enough to get a 
cookie from Barb Specht? 

(Photo/Staff)

February 2nd; Groundhog Day, a 
romantic holiday for the groundhog, not 
so much for us. A day to obsess whether 
this small animal comes from its burrow 
to tell us the good news, or to sit and 
despise over the bad news. 
 
Groundhog Day started on February 4th 
in 1841, when a storekeeper referenced 
Candlemas Day and the groundhog 
checking his shadow. 
 
The day comes from the meshing of 
Delaware Indian cultures and German 
settlers. Germans brought “Candlemas” 
to North America, which was a long 
lived pagan tradition of Germans. There 
were many quick poems that described 
Candlemas, across many cultures to 
show its development into Groundhog 
Day. 
 
Starting at England; 
If Candlemas be fair and bright, 
Winter has another flight. 
If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, 
Winter will not come again. 
 
Then to Scotland; 
If Candlemas day is bright and clear, 
There’ll be two winters in the year. 
 
From the Germans; 
For as the sun shines on Candlemas 
Day,  
So far will the snow swirl until May. 
 
For as the snow swirls on Candlemas 
Day, 
So far the sun will shine before May. 
 
And from Americans; 
If the sun shines on Groundhog Day, 
Half the fuel and half the hay. 
 
Over the years, and with the Native’s 
respect for the groundhog along with 
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If the sun shines on Groundhog Day, 
Half the fuel and half the hay. 
 
Over the years, and with the Native’s 
respect for the groundhog along with 
colonial superstitions, Groundhog Day 
was made. 
 
The most famous groundhog is 
Punxsutawney Phil, the groundhog for 
Pennsylvania. Buckeye Chuck is 
another famous groundhog from 
Marion, Ohio. He represents us 
Ohioans.  
 
Groundhog Day organizers say that 
groundhog prediction is accurate up to 
75 to 90% of the time, but this is not 
true. Actual studies show that the 
groundhog’s prediction has been 
accurate 37 to 39% of the time, 
described as “on average, inaccurate” 
by the National Climatic Data Center. 
 
And, our own Fairless Bus Driver, Barb 
Specht, creatively makes groundhog 
cookies for each student on her bus 
route. What a treat to sample one of her 
homemade pastries!  
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By Cameron G. Baylor 
 
Fairless High School’s Key Club threw 
this winter’s homecoming, “A Night in 
New York City”, on January 31, 2015. 
As you entered the high school, you 
stepped off of the subway and arrived in 
the Big Apple, Times Square, and 
Chinatown. But before the big day 
occurred, many traditional events lead 
up to homecoming. 
 
The Tapping Ceremony took place on 
January 23, 2015. The king selected 
was senior Scott Schmucki. Six senior 
girls were tapped and given a blue-
tipped carnation. The senior girls 
included: Allee Amstutz, Anna 
Bratcher, Rachael Childs, Olivia 
Loretto, Christine Owen, and Kylee 
Palfy. 
 
On Friday, January 30, 2014, the JV 
and Varsity Basketball Team played 
against Tusky Valley, and both Fairless 
teams won.  In between the two games, 
was the crowning of the homecoming 
queen. As tradition holds, the court was 
escorted by their fathers to their seat on 
the gym floor. They opened their boxes, 
each containing one red rose, except for 
the homecoming queen, Rachael Childs, 
who opened her box and discovered one 
white rose. 
 
And on the next day, from 7-10 P.M., 
King Scott Schmucki and Queen 
Rachael Childs were among the 234 
students who attended the homecoming 
dance. Every ticket purchased came 
with a yellow taxicab ticket holder. 
Seniors attending the dance received 
light up 2015 glasses. Also, there was a 
whopping 26 adults and teachers 
chaperoning the dance. Key Club 
Homecoming Committee Co-chair 
Allee Amstutz, Ashley Keiffer, Mrs. 
Courtney, and other Key Club members 
spent numerous hours in preparation for 
this event, making everything from 
skyscrapers, broadway signs, subway 
signs, and hung an incredible amount of 
lights. To capture the memory, there 
was a photo booth that could fit 10 
people, as well as Lifetouch pictures. 
The dance floor was the place to be, 
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with music from the #1 DJ in the 
Akron-Canton area, Hats Off 
Entertainment.  
 
Street performers Batman (Mr. Conley) 
and a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle 
(Miss Vasco) roamed the city, 
successfully photo-bombing a handful 
of student pictures.  One of the most 
unique parts about this homecoming 
was the ball drop in Times Square, as 
the song, “New York, New York” sung 
by Frank Sinatra, played lively in the 
background. After everybody danced to 
the last song, “Uptown Funk” by Mark 
Ronson and Bruno Mars, students left at 
10:00 P.M., holding on to the memory 
of what has been said “the greatest 
homecoming they’ve ever been to.” 
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